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VMARTHA BECK

iuallty—what it can add to yuur life
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High Tech? i T
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burt the design sensibilities stay

connected to a handcrafted past. : | ST .
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EVEN UPON CLOSE INSPECTION, THE FOYER
appears 1o be a venitable bacchanal of marquetry,
the art of using thinly slivered wood o create designs.
Timbered garlands, urns, and fowers decorae every
surface, The wealth of woods used s mind-boggling:

It includes r11-=]|l11;-||1_'.'. -'.'|1-;l|1_'.'. rosewood, 1||||pu.'u-;u!.
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Decorntor Show Hotge,

3 -

503 1 SO, tha firm Decerative Imaging
The truth comes our when you actually touch the sur- took over a foyer, filing it

with Its high-tech digital
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ornamaniation. The plece on
f|IL':-' are merely images |'l]'IItI:|.'|.] onto veneer bases, sealed thar right k5 o radiator Govar,

and then varmished as the wood 1sell would have been. with simulated marquétry and
nocclngs:s vignettes prnied

“What used 1o be h: or h: sainted, we now cre- Z
: ¢ hand cut or handpainted, we now cre i heions el vadieks wi

ate dig;h,ni]_r." says Alan Carroll, who, .L|n:|1l_‘_ with his [] glued toa plywood box.
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hrcaking the rules

'
partner, Mark Kusck, founded the New York Ciy-based Pl e Ced
design firm Decorave Imaging. “It's a lot faster and
by Piece
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MO INrcate.

The men choose wood from the thousands of high-
rl::.'iull.:ll]'nrl teXiurcs il:l 'I'I'L'i.l' lligi'.ll Iile.'l.l':'.'. “ll'l.l'L;'IL' h..'l"i"L" Sl
of 600 different sheets of oak,” Kusek says. “li's like
having a lumberyard in your computer.” To simulate a
patina, they add layers of compurerized grime.

When Carroll and Kusck—who draw by hand, on a
computer as well as on paper—come up with a design,
they insert a giant sheet of veneer into a top-quality
digital printer and then apply a finish, such as shellac or

polyurethane, to the print. They create bas-relicfs using Il won 1sin-contury ttatian

cabsnetmakors began to |

apply rmangueeiey to furmitung, |'

a similar technique; for a “raised plaster” medallion, a

design is printed onto fire-retardant canvas, which is then
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mounted to the ceiling as it it were wallpaper. vy iiad chisaln 16 dhisga:- |
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Decorative Imaging also has developed a line of do-it sch ploce ol wood. Today, |
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medallions, and more—that work with any hardwood or Il o e 0o
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laminate flooring, “This will allow you to get a palace Il 0o 10 take marquetry
floor,” Kusck says, “for a fraction of the price. ()] ki el sl
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hawairvor, have staped Tnes
b tho hand in handcraffod,
ABOVE: Tho designer insoris

shadows 1o give @ throd-
dimansicnal appearance to

Al Morh Carclina-based

Bakor furnitune, on-stall

the plaster shapos on a
coiling medallion,

inkayors (a8 they wons callgd

in 18th-caniury England)
RIGHT: This digitally indaid il cut and assomble avory
flaod, which is mado up ol plece of marguatny by hand,
panadis in vanous sizes, The design of Baker's

Gmploys the Samo wood tonaes
and texturas thatl would have
baon used in o 15Hh-contury
English housa.

Domi-Lune consolo, above,
was adapled from a 1780 |

English commode, (Mol |

surprigingly, tho pioce Il
rofails for 57,302, Tho only

ditferencoe botwoeen then

[ b COs0-Qoods dosignar,
Shawn Molvin, is thal mow
the veneor is made inan

air-conditicned room. For
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